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Reforma, Tuesday, 19 March 2002

Shortage of instruments for free trade

Summit in Monterrey

By Laura Carrillo

“The major frustration for developing countries is the fact that, for all the talk of free trade, they do not have the
instruments to participate in it, and despite all promises, the markets are not made accessible to them,” says Carlos
Magariños, director of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).

Fair access to international trade is the object of the assistance fund being put forward by UNIDO together with the
European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, which could start out with as much as 20 million US
dollars. A number of countries, including Austria, the United Kingdom, Denmark and Norway, have expressed an interest.

The fund will be used to develop metrology, quality control, certification and other agencies required for expertise in
international markets.

“Trade is an area in which developed countries behave erratically. They are afraid of growth in exports from developing
countries.”

In this respect, they need to be consistent: “to increase development aid but in important areas such as access to trade.

“Development financing should concentrate on enabling developing countries to link up with the global economy. The
problem posed by globalization is one of linking. Many national enterprises are simply disconnected from the world
economy. It is in this area that aid should be concentrated.

“Countries cannot achieve prosperity in the long term unless they can participate in global markets. The fact is, however,
that this does not come about automatically.”

According to Magariños, the central problem with international trade is the existence of technical regulations that
developed countries have spent 50 years elaborating. They therefore demand compliance with them today because
otherwise they would be creating unfair competition for their own local enterprises.

“Unfortunately, metrology and quality certification agencies and the like are rather expensive. This kind of infrastructure
could cost developing countries as much as their education or health budgets, and for this reason ways must be found
of helping them,” he says.

It is in the European Union’s interest to participate in this fund, he explains, because by improving the living conditions
of poor countries, they can slow down the flow of immigrants and reduce violence and terrorism.

Turning to the prospects for the Monterrey Summit, which opened yesterday, he said that “for the first time in the history
of mankind, we have the technical and financial means to finally overcome extreme poverty and improve the living
conditions of some three billion people in the world who live on as little as three dollars a day.”

“The major frustration for developing countries is the fact that for all the talk of free trade, they do not have
the instruments to participate in it, and despite all promises, the markets are not made accessible to them”

Carlos Magariños, director of UNIDO
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